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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 1 1/21/05. 
Claims 2-24 are pending in this application. Claim 21 is independent claim. In the 
communication, claim is amended. This action is made final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 2-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oosterhout et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,405,371 Bl) in view of Yoshida et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,137,486). 

As to claim 21, Oosterhout teaches a method of using a system with at least one of audio, 
image, and a video comprising a plurality of frames comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a user description scheme containing user preference data for a user (if the 
"theme" button is selected, the program allows the user to input the type of television program he 
is currently interested in. In this example, it will be assumed that the viewer is interested in 
movies. The sub-program 309 displays a list of available program types such as "Entertainment", 
"News", "Sports", "Movie", etc, e.g., col. 1 lines 35-63, col. 4 lines 4-14, and figs. 4-7); 

(b) providing at least one of the following: 
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(i) a program description scheme containing information related to at least one of 
information regarding interrelationships between a plurality of said frames (e.g., col. 1 
lines 35-63, col. 4 lines 4-14, and figs. 4-7), characteristics of the content of a plurality of 
said frames, characteristics of the content of said audio, characteristics of the content of 
said image, characteristics of the content of said video; 

(ii) a system description scheme containing information regarding at least one of 
available videos, available categories, available channels, available users, available 
images, capabilities of a device for providing said at least one of said audio, said image, 
and said video to a-user, relationship between at least two of said video, said program 
description scheme, and said user description scheme, relationship between at least two 
of said audio, said program description scheme, and said user description scheme, 
relationship between at least two of said image, said program description scheme, and 
said user description scheme; and 

(c) selecting at least one of a video, an image, and audio based upon said at least one of 
said program description scheme, said user description scheme, and said system description 
scheme (e.g., col. 1 lines 35-63, col. 4 lines 4-14, and figs. 4-7); 

although, Oosterhout teaches that the microprocessor of the receiver can recognize the 
predetermined user command (e.g., col. 3 lines 18-37), but Oosterhout does not clearly show that 
the system provides data for a predetermined user and at least on descriptor for identification of 
said predetermined user. Yoshida clearly teaches the ^Progr^.L.ock" password(s) in 

order to prevent a child from viewing inappropriate video scenes and channels (Yoshida, e.g., 
col. 9 lines 6-30), and the password(s) have to be registered/listed as table at the attribute register 
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9 (Yoshida, e.g., col. 10 lines 15-18, and figs. 1-2 & 4) to be able to compare the preset 
password(s) and the entering password(s) from the child's parents or guardians. It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the 
password setup of Yoshida in the television program of Oosterhout to prevent children from 
accessing inappropriate scenes or channels (Yoshida, col. 9 lines 9-30). 

As to dependent claim 2, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said program 
description scheme contains information related to said interrelationships of said plurality of said 
frames (e.g., col. 4 lines 4-30, and figs. 4-7). 

As to dependent claim 3, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said interrelationships 
include the identification of key frames is video frames (figs. 4-7). 

As to dependent claim 4, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said interrelationships 
include the identification of a plurality of said frames representative of the highlights of at least a 
portion of said video (An asterix or other special symbol may be displayed near the sub-images, 
the relevant channel names may be highlighted, the border lines of the sub-images may change 
color, etc, e.g., col. 1 lines 57-63, and figs. 4-7). 

As to dependent claim 5, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said interrelationships 
include the identification of a set of frames, each of which is representative of a different portion 
of said video (figs. 4-7). 

As to claim 6, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said different portion of said video 
is non-overlapping (figs. 4-7). 
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As to dependent claim 7, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said interrelationships 
include the identification of a plurality of sequential frames of said video that represent at least 
one of a shot and a scene (figs. 4-7). 

As to dependent claim 8, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said identification 
further includes a plurality of said at least one of said shot and said scene (e.g., col. 4 lines 4-30, 
and figs. 4-7). 

As to dependent claim 9, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said interrelationships 
includes a plurality of highlights of the same portion of said video having different durations (the 
similar programs play in different channels showing different length and time, e.g., col. 37-65, 
and fig. 9). 

As to dependent claim 10, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said interrelationships 
includes a plurality of key frames of the same portion of said video having a different number of 
frames of said portion of said video (figs. 4-9). 

As to dependent claim 11, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said program 
description scheme contains characteristics of said content of said plurality of said frames 
(theme, col. 1 lines 35-63, col. 4 lines 4-14, and figs. 4-7). 

As to dependent claim 13, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said characteristics 
include at least one of a color profile of at least a portion of said video, a texture profile of at 
least a portion of said video, a shape profile of at least a portion of said video, and a motion 
profile of at least a portion of said video (change colors, e.g., col. 4 lines 15-36, and figs. 6-8). 



Application/Control Number: 09/804,6 1 2 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2179 

As to claim 14, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein the program description scheme 
identifies a portion of each of a plurality of said frames of said video that is to be presented to a 
user at a size larger than it would have been presented within said video (fig. 9). 

As to dependent claim 15, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said program 
description scheme identifies a second video segment separate from said video that includes a 
close up view of a portion of said video (fig. 9). 

As to dependent claim 16, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said program 
description scheme identifies a second audio track separate from the normal audio track of said 
video (Oosterhout inherently teaches this feature because fig. 9 shows two different screens of 
the same video (45a and the larger view); therefore, there are two separate audio tracks (a track 
for each video)). 

As to dependent claim 17, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said program 
description scheme includes textual annotation related to said video (CNN, BBC, CH4, etc.). 

As to dependent claim 18, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein said textual annotation 
is related to an object within said video (scheduled broadcast dates and times, titles, types (for 
example, entertainment, news, sports, movies, etc.), parental ratings, etc., e.g., col. 2 lines 40- 
45). 

As to dependent claims 12 and 19, although, the modified Oosterhout teaches the method 
wherein said characteristics of the frames/video/genre (e.g., col. 4 lines 4-30, and figs. 4-7), 
Oosterhout does not clearly show the characteristics relating to an actor within the video; 
however, it would have been well known and obvious to implement the characteristics of the 
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video as mentioned above to tell information about a person or character in that video for 
viewer's references which help the viewer quickly recognizing the role of that character. 

As to claim 20, although, the modified Oosterhout does not clearly teaches the method of 
claim 21 wherein said program description scheme identifies Internet based information related 
to said video; however, it would have been well known and obvious to implement the scheme of 
the video as mentioned above to connect the channels with their Web Sites such as CNN, BBC, 
SAT Web Links, etc. for convenience purposes. 

As to dependent claim 22, Oosterhout in view of Yoshida teaches the method wherein 
said user description scheme is portable between systems containing said program or said system 
description scheme (Oosterhout inherently shows this feature because the control program can be 
stored in and executed by microprocessor 25 (e.g., col. 3 lines 18-3 1); therefore, the control 
program of Oosterhout can be loaded into different computers or processors). 

As to dependent claim 23, Oosterhout teaches the method wherein the user description 
scheme is contained in a portable data storage medium (program is stored in and executed by the 
microprocessor, e.g., col. 3 lines 18-25). 

3. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oosterhout et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,405,371 Bl) in view of Yoshida et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,137,486), and further 
in view of Brown et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,286,141). 

As to claim 24, the modified invention of Oosterhout in view of Yoshida does not teach 
the scheme contains user preference data based upon a user's viewing history or listening 
history. Brown clearly teaches personal editing apparatus 1 102 compiles a history of past 
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viewing habits based solely on channel number selected and the time of day and day of week the 
channel number was selected (e.g., col. 1 1 lines 35-42). It would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the history record of Brown in the 
modified system of Oosterhout to be able to keep the viewing record of each different viewer for 
providing appropriate information in the future (Brown, Summary). 

Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/21/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicants argued and Examiner disagrees with the following reasons: 

Yoshida does not teach or suggest providing a user description scheme containing 

user preference data for a predetermined user and at least on descriptor for 

identification of said predetermined user. 

Yoshida clearly teaches the " Program Lock" contains password(s) in order to 
prevent a child from viewing inappropriate video scenes and channels (Yoshida, 
e.g., col. 9 lines 6-30), and the password(s) have to be registered/listed as table at 
the attribute register 9 (Yoshida, e.g., col. 10 lines 15-18, and figs. 1-2 & 4) to be 
able to compare the preset password(s) and the entering password(s) from the 
child's parents or guardians. The feature of comparing preset data (in this case is 
password information) stored at the register table as mentioned above with 
entering data to determine and identify the user is also well known in the art; 
therefore, Yoshida clearly provides the limitation amended by the Applicants. 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to True T. Chuong whose telephone number is 571-272-4134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

True T. Chuong 
02/16/06 




WEILUNLO 
SUPERVISORY RATE NT EXAMINER 



